
 

 
 

To:  The Special Rapporteur, Ms. Reem Alsalem  

 

From:  The PA CONSORTIUM 

 

RE: A/HRC/53/36 Violence against women and girls at the 53rd session of the Human Rights Council 

 Geneva Conference June 19, 2023 

 

Date: June 9, 2023 

 

The “Report by the Special Rapporteur, Ms. Reem Alsalem, (A/HRC/53/36/) does not represent ALL STATES 

analysis on Violence against Women and Girls” and should be withdrawn immediately from publication, 

distribution and the Report places policy and lawmakers at risk of basing social and public health policies, legal 

remedies, and clinical remediations on unscientific, unfounded, and false information. 

  

The Human Rights Council should consider best practices when investigating all perspectives of topics that 

seem controversial, rather than invest in biased interpretations of complex problems.  

 

The Report goes against the basic principles and ethics that the United Nations was founded on trust, integrity 

and honesty in the Declaration, which was proclaimed by the United Nations General Assembly in Paris on 10 

December 1948. 

“Whereas recognition of the inherent dignity and of the equal and inalienable rights of all members of 

the human family is the foundation of freedom, justice and peace in the world, 

Whereas disregard and contempt for human rights have resulted in barbarous acts which have outraged 

the conscience of mankind, and the advent of a world in which human beings shall enjoy freedom of 

speech and belief and freedom from fear and want has been proclaimed as the highest aspiration of the 

common people, 

Whereas it is essential, if man is not to be compelled to have recourse, as a last resort, to rebellion 

against tyranny and oppression, that human rights should be protected by the rule of law, 

Whereas it is essential to promote the development of friendly relations between nations, 

Whereas the peoples of the United Nations have in the Charter reaffirmed their faith in fundamental 

human rights, in the dignity and worth of the human person and in the equal rights of men and women 

and have determined to promote social progress and better standards of life in larger freedom, 

Whereas Member States have pledged themselves to achieve, in co-operation with the United Nations, 

the promotion of universal respect for and observance of human rights and fundamental freedoms, 

Whereas a common understanding of these rights and freedoms is of the greatest importance for the full 

realization of this pledge” 

The entire Report prepared by Ms. Reem Alsalem is deeply flawed in that it promotes misinformation regarding 

PA. As a result, the Conclusion and Recommendations stated in Section XI of the Report are also deeply flawed 

and untenable. 
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Thematic Report Overview 

 

In 2019, The World Health Organization recognized parental alienation. Despite the efforts, at that time of 

political ideological groups to prevent it, on 25 May 2019, the World Health Organization accepted the current 

version of ICD-11 which contains within it the index term parental alienation for the code QE.52 Caregiver-

Child Relationship Problem.  

 

Member states agreed at that time to adopt the eleventh revision of the International Statistical Classification of 

Diseases and Related Health Problems (ICD-11), to come into effect on 1 January 2022. 

 

ICD is the foundation for the identification of health trends and statistics globally, and the international standard 

for reporting diseases and health conditions. It is the diagnostic classification standard for all clinical and 

research purposes. ICD defines the universe of diseases, disorders, injuries and other related health conditions.  

 

The ICD also captures factors influencing health, or external causes of mortality and morbidity, providing a 

holistic look at every aspect of life that can affect health. 

 

Despite the late wave of organized women’s rights memos and signatures to prevent the inclusion of PA in 

ICD-11, some of which came from the very people CAFCASS in the UK rely upon in their professed 

understanding of parental alienation, the WHO did not bow to the pressure of misinformation and false news 

about parental alienation then.  No longer misrepresented as a tool for abusive ex partners to use in divorce and 

separation, finally parental alienation is recognized for the mental health problem it really is. 

In this evolving field of work and understanding of a child’s unjustified rejection of a parent after divorce and 

separation, we now find ourselves at the turning point of before and after ICD-11. 

A child’s unjustified rejection of a parent after divorce and separation is now defined as a caregiver-child 

relationship problem recognized by the World Health Organization.  That this global care-giver-child 

relationship problem is already well defined in the scientific literature which is now being developed at a rapid 

pace.  Away from the politicized reduction of the problem to that of a weapon in a war about ‘contact’ with a 

parent after separation, the nuances of the problem, which are interwoven deeply in the fabric of society, 

family, interpersonal relationships, attitudes towards children and the psychology of divorce and separation are 

being understood, evidenced and addressed. 

The inclusion of parental alienation in 2019 as the index term in ICD-11 came after a long campaign led by 

William Bernet, MD, a forensic child psychiatrist, professor emeritus at Vanderbilt University School of 

Medicine, Nashville, Tennessee, editor of Parental Alienation, DSM-5, and ICD-11 and the co-editor of 

Parental Alienation – Science and Law as well as the founder and first president of Parental Alienation Study 

Group.  Finally, the psychological manipulation of children of divorce and separation has the recognition 

generations of children have desperately needed us to achieve for them. 

His work will not be wasted by those of us who understand the suffering caused by the harm done to children 

and families affected by parental alienation. 

 Now in 2023, the political agenda again is driving the UN agenda. Have we not learned the lessons of the past? 

This Analysis of the “Report by the Special Rapporteur on Violence against Women and Girls” (the “Report”) 

addresses the following topics:  
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➢ The Special Rapporteur literally had the resources of the whole world available to her to produce a solid 

report that represents the best of qualitative and quantitative research practices.  The Report failed to 

accomplish that goal, and is deeply flawed.   

  

➢ We live in the age of misinformation. Through social media, trolling, and science denial techniques, it 

has become exceedingly easy to sway public opinion. When these tactics are employed to undermine the 

scientific community and to censor alternative viewpoints in order to promote a personal agenda, 

democracy itself is in danger of being overtaken by totalitarian ideologies and regimes. The misguided 

foundation of the Report and the way it was developed places ideology before the safety of children, 

women, and men.   

  

➢ The Call for Inputs that was issued by the Special Rapporteur in 2022 demonstrates that this project was 

seriously biased from the start against parental alienation (PA) theory. The Special Rapporteur decided 

years ago that PA theory was in conflict with her personal values and opinions, and she found a way to 

use the Human Rights Council of the United Nations to advance her own agenda.  

  

➢ The adverse impact of such pervasive bias may be to dissuade individuals and organizations from 

submitting alternative and contrary views. They may consider the bias renders their efforts ineffectual 

and they may be in fear of public and social media criticism noting the Special Rapporteur’s generally 

pejorative comments.   

  

➢ The pervasive bias of the Report is apparent in the following ways:  

● repeatedly referring to the “pseudo-concept of parental alienation” in a pejorative manner;  

● relying completely on anti-PA submissions and ignoring scientific research submissions from 

proponents of PA theory;  

● failing to disclose the content of thousands of submissions that were made;  

● relying on the opinions and assumptions of PA critics instead of scientific evidence;  

● failing to acknowledge the painful life experiences that have been reported by victims of PA.  

 

Executive Summary   

➢ Ad hominem attacks against Dr. Richard Gardner and other proponents of PA theory; science 

 

denial techniques, such as ignoring the vast number of peer-reviewed publications and scholarly books 

regarding PA theory; straw-man arguments (e.g., misrepresenting statistics in order to fabricate faulty 

conclusions); the hasty generalization fallacy (i.e., drawing expansive conclusions based on inadequate 

of insufficient evidence); and the anecdotal evidence fallacy (i.e., substituting examples from one’s 

personal experience in place of logical evidence). The Report also creates misleading arguments by 

citing submissions from PA critics instead of scientific evidence and misrepresenting the content of 

citations from journal articles and experts’ statements. 

  

➢ The authors of the Report appear to be entertaining and promoting a conspiracy theory in which 

proponents of PA theory are the villains. That is, every writer and author of a submission who expresses 

concern about domestic violence is considered honest and truthful; but every proponent of PA theory is 

collaborating in an evil mission to discredit domestic violence scholars. Anyone who does not enlist in 

the cause of promoting the domestic violence belief system is by definition part of the conspiracy.  

  

➢ The authors of the Report violated the principles of the Code of Conduct of the Human Rights Council. 

The basic purpose of the Report is to encourage States to ban the use of alienating behaviors in legal 

proceedings and in broader public policy decisions. It may be unprecedented in a democratic society for 
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a legitimate national or international governmental body to demand that a scientifically validated 

approach to theory and practice be canceled. In this case, the demand for cancellation is driven by a 

strong anti-PA bias and fueled by vast misinformation.  

  

➢ By seeking to suppress use of PA theory in child custody cases, the Special Rapporteur is abandoning 

millions of women who are the victims of PA. For the Special Rapporteur, it is more important to win 

the ideological battle—eliminating PA theory from child custody trials—than to help the mothers who 

have been tragically alienated from their children. It is especially egregious and discriminatory for the 

Special Rapporteur to divide women and children against each other based on whether the Special 

Rapporteur acknowledges their lived experience of domestic violence. It is further discriminatory for the 

Special Rapporteur to claim that only women and children are abused.  Based on accredited, scientific, 

medical and governmental resources, grandparents, extended family members and even friends can be 

alienators and men are abused at a similar rate as women. 

  

➢ The fundamental error of the Report is creating and promoting an unnecessary feud between the family 

advocates who are concerned about domestic violence and the family advocates who are concerned about 

PA, which is a form of domestic violence. But the truth is the following: domestic violence is a serious 

psychosocial condition that damages millions of families; and PA is a serious psychosocial condition 

that damages millions of families. It is pointless to tear down one field of study in order to promote the 

other. Scholars with different points of view should talk with each other and learn from each other, not 

generate pointless debates and perpetual misinformation.  

 

➢ The report does not rely upon high quality medically professionally peer reviewed and accepted journals.  

  

Restatement of Conclusion and Recommendations  

  

The entire Report prepared by Ms. Reem Alsalem again is deeply flawed in that it promotes misinformation 

regarding PA. As a result, the Conclusion and Recommendations stated in Section XI of the Report are also 

deeply flawed and untenable.  We suggest that the Recommendations should be revised and stated as follows:  

  

(a) States legislate to ENCOURAGE THE UNDERSTANDING AND use of parental alienation, AS 

APPROPRIATE, in family law cases and the use of QUALIFIED experts in parental alienation and 

related concepts;  

  

(b) States comply with their responsibilities and positive obligations under international human rights law 

by establishing regular monitoring mechanisms to oversee the effectiveness of family justice systems for 

victims of domestic abuse, INCLUDING VICTIMS OF PARENTAL ALIENATION;  

  

(c) States ensure mandatory training of the judiciary and other justice system professionals on gender bias 

AGAINST VARIOUS GENDER GROUPS, the dynamics of domestic violence and the relationship 

between allegations of domestic abuse and of parental alienation and related concepts;  

  

(d) States issue and implement specific guidance to the judiciary on the need to examine each case on the 

basis of facts and to judge fairly, according to the range of evidence before them, what outcome best 

supports the welfare of the child;  
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(e) States institute publicly funded systems of experts to provide information to courts on the best interest 

of the child and such experts be regularly trained on the dynamics of domestic violence, INCLUDING 

PARENTAL ALIENATION, AND THEIR effect on victims, including children;  

  

(f) States ensure and maintain a list of approved experts for the family law system and introduce a formal 

complaint mechanism and an enforceable code of practice that addresses conflicts of interest and the 

recognition of expertise to practice in this area;  

  

(g) No evaluations be made in family law proceedings without consideration of relevant criminal law and/or 

child protection proceedings;  

  

 

Conclusions  

  

For these reasons, the report does not represent ALL STATES analysis.  The “Report by the Special Rapporteur 

on Violence against Women and Girls” should be withdrawn immediately from publication and distribution. The 

Report places policy and lawmakers at risk of basing social and public health policies, legal remedies, and clinical 

remediations on unscientific, unfounded, and false information.  

  

The Human Rights Council should consider best practices when investigating all perspectives of topics that 

seem controversial, rather than invest in biased interpretations of complex problems. There should be no 

further discussion in Geneva on this topic in June unless the recommendations and suggestions are accepted. 
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 Myth     Truth 

Parental Alienation is Junk 

Science and the term is 

abused and pseudo-science 

Clinical, legal, and scientific evidence on PA has accumulated for over 35 years. There have been over 

1,000 * highly regarded scholarly papers published on the topic, and the empirical research on the topic 

has expanded greatly over the last few years, leading to what has been considered a “blossoming” of 

the scientific field.  These are published in peer-reviewed, top psychological journals. 

Harman, Bernet, & Harman, 2019; Lorandos & Bernet, 2020; Lorandos, 2020; Marques, Narciso, & 

Ferreira, 2020  

Only Women and Children 

are abused 

 Each year, men are more likely than women to be victims of domestic violence and other forms of 

partner abuse, according to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control: Men: 4.2 million victims & Women: 

3.5 million victims. 

Centers for Disease Control, National Intimate Partner and Sexual Violence Survey 

Courts ignore the history of 

DV brought up by Women 

and Children 

The courts are tasked with investigating claims of abuse.  The problem is that 73% of reports are 

dismissed as false allegations or not enough information to substantiate.  Overall, 22% of individuals 

assaulted by a partner at least once in their lifetime (23% for females and 19.3% for males), Rates of 

female-perpetrated violence higher than male-perpetrated (28.3% vs. 21.6%).  We agree that medical 

and legal professionals should receive training in high conflict resolution to help improve the 

investigative process. 

Centers for Disease Control, National Intimate Partner and Sexual Violence Survey 

Fathers get more custody 

over mothers 

According to a 2022 Census Bureau Survey of the 73,289,000 parents, 15,781,000 the children lived 

only with their mother and 3,442,000 lived only with their father.  This is a huge difference compared 

to what the Special Rapporteur is claiming.  It would be inappropriate to ignore the Census Bureau 

reports or claim they are invalid. 

ASEC & USA Census Bureau 

Psychological Abuse is only 

perpetrated by Abusive Men 

Across studies, 40% of women and 32% of men reported expressive abuse; 41% of women and 43% of 

men reported coercive abuse 

Centers for Disease Control, National Intimate Partner and Sexual Violence Survey. 

There is no formal training 

and education on Parental 

Alienation 

 With over 35 years of research and study, there are now numerous trainings based on psychological 

parameters based on this information.  What we agree with is that too many experts and the courts are 

not properly trained to recognize the signs and symptoms of psychological abuse and custodial 

interference.  We agree with better training for medical and legal professionals for all issues that arise 

in high conflict and abusive custody disputes. 

Harman JJ, Kruk E & Hines DA (2018) 

Children’s voices do not 

matter 

Children's voices matter and professionals can start to develop standards on how to properly 

incorporate their voice into custody decisions, taking into consideration developmental age and the 

legal aspects of each case.  Children can be easily inculcated into a cult of anger, fear, hatred and rage 

at the other parent.  If this was an intact family, the entire family would be in therapy to deal with any 

perceived abuses. 

2023, Kloth-Zanard, JT 

Women face additional 

barriers with regard to 

parental alienation. 

 Just as many men face this barrier, but the DV research done by women’s organizations does NOT 

include men in any of their research or studies making them gender biased and invalid.  Research 

shows that men are abused at almost the same rate. 

Denise Hines (2014) & Hines, D. A., & Douglas, E. M. (2018). 

Women/Girls lack access to 

prevention/protection from 

DV, corrupt justice & 

judicial procedures. 

Truth is that women and children are provided more resources and support as well as extensive funding 

that fathers and men do not have.  Men are never considered by these women’s DV organizations who 

have been abused.  

Data collection on 

women/girls providing 

guidance to prevent gender-

based violence 

We believe that the adversarial family court process is a breeding ground for corruption. If we are to 

truly address gender biases, we must include men. To not do so, makes the gender biases stacked 

against men.   
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Annotated References 

References Type of Paper/Methods Used General Findings/Conclusion 

ASEC, http://www2.census.gov/programs-
surveys/cps/techdocs/cpsmar22.pdf 

Current Population Survey 

2022 Annual Social and Economic (ASEC) 

Supplement 

Of the 73,289 parents surveyed, 15,781 the children lived 

only with their mother and 3442 lived only with their 

father. 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 
National Intimate Partner and Sexual Violence 

Survey: 2015 Data Brief – Updated Release, 

Atlanta, Georgia. 2018. Tables 9 and 11. 
https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/pdf/2015

data-brief508.pdf  

Collection of data by government private and public 

agencies 

Sexual violence, stalking, and intimate partner violence 

are serious public health problems affecting millions of 

people in the United States each year. These forms of 
violence are associated with chronic physical and 

psychological adverse health conditions, and violence 

experienced as a child or adolescent is a risk factor for 

repeated victimization as an adult. 

Centers for Disease Control, National Intimate 

Partner and Violence 

Survey.https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/d
atasources/nisvs/ 

Collection of data by government private and public 

agencies 

The National Intimate Partner and Sexual Violence Survey 

(NISVS) is an ongoing survey that collects the most 

current and comprehensive national- and state-level data 
on intimate partner violence, sexual violence and stalking 

victimization in the United States. CDC developed NISVS 
to collect data on these important public health problems 

and enhance violence prevention efforts. 

DAVIA - 2021 - Special Report - Thirty-Years of 

Domestic Violence Half-Truths, Falsehoods, and 

Lies, 2021 

Based on research studies and analysis of these 
findings. 

Copyright © 2021, Coalition to End Domestic Violence. 
www.EndtoDV.org A pre-publication copy of this Special 
Report was provided to the DOJ Office on Violence 
Against Women to assure the report’s factual accuracy. 
No reply was received from the OVW. 

Harman JJ, Kruk E & Hines DA (2018), Parental 

alienating behaviors: An unacknowledged form of 
family violence, Psychological Bulletin 44.12. 

Research based data from studies 
Presents solid verifiable scientific evidence that Parental 
Alienation is real and is a form of domestic violence. 

Harman, J. J., Bernet, W., & Harman, J. (2019). 

Parental alienation: The blossoming of a field of 

study. Current Directions in Psychological 
Science, 28, 212-217. 

Review of the scientific literature and theoretical 

development in the field of PA. 

Research in the field has moved from largely descriptive 
studies of PA across many countries and contexts, to 

greater theoretical model development and testing.  

Hines, D. A., & Douglas, E. M. (2018). Influence 

of intimate terrorism, situational couple violence, 

and mutual control on male victims. Psychology 
of Men & Masculinity, 19, 612-623.  

A critical review of research on victims of different 

forms of intimate partner violence: intimate 
terrorism, situational couple violence, and mutual 

control. Two studies were reported on the impact of 

violence on male victims.  

Intimate terrorism (aka coercively controlling violence) is 

characterized by abusive behaviors that are low in 
mutuality. Men who are victims of intimate terrorism were 

found to have worse outcomes than those who 

reciprocated the abuse.  

Kloth-Zanard, Joan, 2023, Executive Functioning 
and Resiliency, How Children’s brains work and 

why sometimes things just seem out of sorts or 

just plain hard to do. 

Based on medical research and scientific training on 

the human brain related to psychological and mental 
health 

There are professionals out there who will claim children 

are resilient.  Resilience is the ability to regain or recoup 

quickly from a difficult situation.  New research shows 
this is not true for all children.  In other words, not all 

children are resilient.  In fact, children are only resilient 

if...they get the right resources and support, otherwise they 
lack executive functioning skills such as the ability to 

critically think 

Machado, A., Hines, D., & Douglas, E. M. 

(2020). Male victims of female-perpetrated 
partner violence: A qualitative analysis of men’s 

experiences, the impact of violence, and 

perceptions of their worth. Psychology of Men & 
Masculinities, 21(4), 612–

621. https://doi.org/10.1037/men0000285 

Quantitative Analysis of men’s experiences and the 
statistics of IPV 

A qualitative analysis of abuse and help-seeking 

experiences of men who are victims of PV reveals that 
men report being underacknowledged, mistreated, and 

penalized when trying to seek help or address the patterns 

of abuse in their intimate relationships. The findings also 
highlight the potential societal issues that male victims 

perceived as contributing to male victimization and the 

lack of available resources for them. (PsycInfo Database 
Record (c) 2020 APA, all rights reserved)  

 

2016, FACTS AND STATISTICS ON 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AT-A-GLANCE 

Sponsored by the peer-reviewed journal 

Partner Abuse 

https://www.springerpub.com/partner-

abuse.html and the Association of Domestic 

Violence Intervention Providers 

https://domesticviolenceintervention.net/ 

https://domesticviolenceresearch.org/domestic-

violence-facts-and-statistics-at-a-glance/ 

 

Compilation of research and studies from around the 

world on IPV 

Over 160 Research Studies were reviewed, analyzed and 

compared to show that Men are abused at an equal if not 

higher rate than women and children. 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/pdf/2015data-brief508.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/pdf/2015data-brief508.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/datasources/nisvs/
https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/datasources/nisvs/
https://psycnet.apa.org/doi/10.1037/men0000285
https://www.springerpub.com/partner-abuse.html
https://www.springerpub.com/partner-abuse.html
https://domesticviolenceintervention.net/
https://domesticviolenceresearch.org/domestic-violence-facts-and-statistics-at-a-glance/
https://domesticviolenceresearch.org/domestic-violence-facts-and-statistics-at-a-glance/
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MYTHS AND TRUTHS ABOUT SHARED PARENTING
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PARENTAL ALIENATING BEHAVIORS POWER & 

WHEEL CONTROL 
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